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HISTORY
THE WORLD WAR (1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 8 )
CAUSES
(1) The enmity that existed between France and Germany after 
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, caused the nations of Europe to 
divide into two camps.
(2) The rivalry between Britain and Germany for the world's 
trade.
(3) The murder of the Archduke of Austria in Serbia (1914).
(4) Germany, in order to attack France, invaded Belgium and 
broke her treaty.
(5) Italy, believing Germany to be waging an unjust war, joined 
Britain and France.
THEATRES OF WAR
Continuous fighting on the Western Front — i.e., from Belgium 
to Switzerland. Famous Battles — Ypres, Verdun, Mons, Amiens.
On the Eastern Frontf Austria faced Russia, and the latter was 
badly defeated. Italy attacked Austria; Turkey's entry into the war 
closed the Dardanelles to the Allies, and their ships could not go to 
Russia's help. Thus began the Gallipoli Campaign. Later, the Allies 
attacked Turkey in Palestine and Mesopotamia.
Australia, New Zealand and Japan captured all German Islands 
in the Pacific, and France and Britain drove Germany out of Africa,
TYPES OF WARFARE
War was fought on sea, under the sea, under the ground, and 
in air.
High explosives were dropped from the air, poisonous gas 
mingled with the air in clouds and killed hundreds of men in the 
trenches. The Germans sank great ships and destroyed enormous 
supplies of food.
ATTACK ON ZEEBRUGGE
Without her navy, Britain would have been starved, and the 
soldiers from the Dominions could not have come to the Allies' aid. 
The navy swept the German Navy and merchant ships from the 
seas and had to cope with a submarine campaign. The British re­
taliated by laying entangling nets in the water. In April,-1918, the 
Dover patrol successfully attacked the submarine base at Zeebrugge 
and thus decreased the submarine attacks.
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AUSTRALIA'S PART
The Australian Navy rendered valuable assistance during the 
War. The H.M.A.S. Sydney destroyed the Emden off Cocos Island 
(1914). The H.M.A.S. Australia assisted the British Fleet in the 
North Sea. It acted as a convoy to the transport ships and merchant 
vessels, sailing between Australia and Europe. Australian troops 
captured German New Guinea and all German islands in the Pacific, 
and nearly half a million Australians volunteered for service in 
Gallipoli, France, Palestine, Syria and other places.
TREATY OF VERSAILLES (1919)
The Germans, utterly defeated, asked for an armistice in 1918, 
which was granted. Two months later, more than 1000 delegates met 
in Paris to draw up a Peace Treaty. Its threefold task was —
(1) To reconstruct the Map of Europe; (2) to readjust territory in 
Africa, Asia, and the Pacific; (3) to prevent future war.
Germany had to restore Alsace-Lorraine to France and give up 
her Polish provinces. All her overseas possessions were taken from 
her and given as mandates to the League of Nations. Her army was 
limited and she was deprived of her navy, and had to pay huge sums 
of money towards the cost of War. Austria became a small State 
with no ports.
NEW MAP
France recovered Alsace-Lorraine; Poland was re-united as an 
independent State. The Czechs and Slovaks formed an independent 
nation — Czecho-Slovakia. The Southern Slavs united with the 
Serbs in Jugo-Slavia. Hungary became a republic and Austria, once 
a mighty kingdom, lost much. Turkey was driven out of Europe, but 
gained land around Constantinople.
KELLOGG PACT
A solemn agreement made by 15 States, including Great Britain 
and her six Dominions, to renounce wars. America had not joined 
the League, but wanted to show her hatred of war, and so agreed 
with France to make a permanent treaty.
FRANCE
Frenqh Revolution (1789).— The peasants of France rose in 
rebellion and pulled down the Bastille, the chief prison of France. 
They committed frightful crimes. The king, queen and most of the 
nobles were executed; blood-thirsty leaders and mobs ruled Paris, 
and a “Reign of Terror” began.
Napoleon seized control, reduced Paris to order, and had himself 
proclaimed, first. Consul, and then. Emperor.
Resnlf.— The Feudal System was swept away and the govern­
ment, was placed in the hands of the people; but peace never came, 
for France becamoinvolved in wars till 1815. Napoleon was despotic 
and ambitious, and aimed at ruling the world. He was finally de­
feated at Waterloo in 1815 and banished to St. Helena.
France had gained by the Peace of Vienna— Alsace and Lorraine 
were left to her.
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They welcomed Louis XVIII. with enthusiasm. He gave them 
the equality they demanded, freedom of the press and two houses of 
parliament. They rejoiced in these liberties after Napoleon’s tyranny.
Revolution of 1830.—When Charles X. succeeded Louis XVIII. in 
1824, they were dissatisfied, for he chose his friends and ministers 
from the old royalists who despised the common people. He pub­
lished three ordinances — dismissing the new parliament, forbidding 
freedom of the press, and reducing the number of voters. Was the 
king daring to take their liberties? The furious Parisians revolted— 
Charles X. abdicated and the people chose Louis Phillippe, Duke of 
Orleans, as their king.
Revolution of 1848.— Louis Phillippe was a dull king. He gave 
the French liberty and equality, but they hankered after glory, 
thinking lovingly of Napoleon. Again changes due to inventions 
brought troubles, as the peasants felt tyrannized by the manufac­
turers. Men taught by Louis Blanc demanded work for every man 
from the government. Next was raised the cry for a reformed 
parliament, and Louis was forced to abdicate. A republic was again 
established, but failed to succeed. A terrible revolt broke out in 
Paris, and Louis Napoleon was elected President of France. Two 
years later, he gained his heart’s desire and was proclaimed Emperor.
Third Republic.—After the Austro-Prussian War (1866), Louis 
Napoleon feared Bismarck. Asking for payment as a friendly 
neutral country, he roused the Prussians and offended the Germans 
in the question of Spanish Succession. In 1870 The Franco-Prussian 
War  broke out. The French soldiers displayed wonderful courage, 
but were badly led and lacked organization and supplies. Louis 
Napoleon was defeated in the terrible battle of Sedan and sur­
rendered. Paris refused to yield, and a new Government of National 
Defence was formed. Gambetta^ a French leader, escaped in a 
balloon and roused the country, but France was forced to surrender. 
She had to cede Alsace and Lorraine to Germany and pay a huge 
indemnity. France did not despair, but formed a third republic, 
under which the principles of the revolution of 1789 triumphed.
The Great War.— After the loss of Alsace-Lorraine, France was 
an irreconcilable enemy of Germany, and when Bismarck was dis­
missed she built up a system of alliances. In 1914, as she refused to 
promise neutrality, Germany declared war. During the War, France 
was the main scene of fighting on the Western Front. Brave generals 
and heroic men helped France to gain victory, though the War 
caused France tremendous waste of men and money.
The National Bloc was formed after the War to suppress Com­
munism, to make Germany pay War damages, and to uphold the 
prestige of France. France found herself faced with grave financial 
problems. She had borrowed billions of francs, and was on the verge 
of bankruptcy, but was saved by Poincaire. The Locarno Pact  
brought about more friendly relations between Germany and France. 
Other peace treaties lessened the possibility of War.
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GERMANY
Revolution of 1848.—How did the German Empire come into 
being?
In 1815 there were 39 States, each with its own government and 
each represented in the Diet of Frankfurt, over which the Austrian, 
Metternich, presided. He discouraged all idea of a united Germany, 
as he feared for Austria, but in spite of him, many of the States 
were drawn together in a desire to develop trade. New railways and 
telegraphs linked them, and by 1848 many, especially in the South, 
longed to get rid of Austria and be united.
Meanwhile in Prussia grew up a strong patriotic and ambitious 
man — Otto Von Bismarck. He firmly believed in the Divine Right 
of Kings, and when the people urged King Frederick William IV. to 
give them a new constitution, he gibed at the idea; but the revolution 
of 1848 in France and Austria excited the people and rebellion broke 
out in Berlin. The king, to pacify them, promised a constitution. 
Bismarck was miserable. Soon the king withdrew many of the privi­
leges he promised, and when the Southern princes offered him the 
crown, he refused and Bismarck was pleased.
Prussians Leadership.—Bismarck was then sent as a representa­
tive to the Diet, and seeing what little honour his beloved Prussia 
received, he immediately began to dislike Austria. When in 1861 
William I. became King of Prussia, he made Bismarck Prime 
Minister, and thenceforth he worked to declare war on Austria, and 
formed Germany into a nation under Prussia.
He brought about a quarrel with Austria about Schleswig and 
Holstein, and in the Austro-Prussian War (1866) Austria was badly 
beaten (Battle of Sadowa).
Now how could he unite the German States? He next quarrelled 
with Louis Napoleon, who asked payment in lands for his neutrality, 
and who also asked that no German prince should occupy the throne 
of Spain. The telegram (published by Bismarck) infuriated both 
countries, and Louis Napoleon declared war. All Germany united 
under Prussia as Bismarck wished, and Louis was badly defeated 
at Sedan, where he surrendered his sword.
France, however, would not give in. The Empire was abolished, 
and the National Defence formed. The Prussian Government took 
possession of Versailles and waited. Now the German States longed 
to unite under the leadership of Prussia. William I. accepted the 
crown from the princes, and in the Gallery of Mirrors was pro­
claimed First Emperor of Germany.
Till 1880, Germany had no interest in colonies, but with her 
industrial development she needed more territory. Then came the 
''grab for Africa.*' Under William II., Germany prospered and 
united with Italy and Austria in the Triple Alliance. The other 
Powers in Europe were unfriendly, and Germany built a great navy.
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ITALY
After the French Revolution, Italy still consisted of a bundle of 
States governed by ruling families, but some now dreamed of an 
Italy united and free. In the centre were the Papal States, sur­
rounded by Tuscany, Sardinia, the Kingdom of the two Sicilies, 
Parma, Medina. The most discontented of all were Lombardy and 
Venetia, ruled over by the hated Austrian, Metternich.
Secret Societies (The Carbonari) were formed all over Europe, 
for the purpose of overthrowing the established forms of government, 
and establishing new ones. The Carbonari honeycombed Europe, 
causing the widespread revolutions of 1820, 1830, and 1848. It was 
a terrible menace to the Pope.
Mazzinij a Genoese by birth, aimed at delivering his country 
from the hated yoke of Austria and uniting it in the form of a 
republic. He was banished for plotting, but during his exile up till 
1848, he continued to send forth revolutionary doctrines of all kinds. 
Followers of Mazzini, in disguise, mingled with the lower classes in 
Rome and roused the revolutionary spirit.
Most extraordinary concessions were demanded, and it was seen 
that a strong hand was needed. Pope Pius IX. named Count Rossi 
as his minister, and all went well for a time. However, Rossi was 
assassinated, and Mazzini threatened Rome. Pope Pius IX. took 
refuge in Gaeta, and Rome became a den of thieves. Mazzini was 
supported in the Siege by Garibaldi, but Louis Napoleon of France 
sprang to the rescue of the Holy Father. Mazzini and Garibaldi 
were driven out and the Pope was restored. The King of Sardinia 
failed against the Austrians, abdicated, and was succeeded by his son, 
Victor Emmanuel. Lombardy and Venetia were re-united to Austrian 
rule.
War of Italian Independence,—The revolution of 1848 failed, 
but there were some who still hoped to expel the Austrians from 
Italy and create a free, united Italy. These were Victor Emmanuel 
and his minister, Cavour. Napoleon III. came to the aid of Cavour, 
and war was declared on Austria in 1859. Victor Emmanuel gained 
a great victory at Magenta, and entered Milan in triumph. Revolu­
tion spread throughout the North, and after another defeat at 
Solferino the Austrians consented to evacuate Italy.
Napoleon, to the intense vexation of Cavour, had guaranteed 
Venetia to the Austrians, and in return for his services, demanded 
Savoy and Nice for the French Empire. All the Northern States, 
except Venetia, were then in Victor Emmanuel’s hands.
Garibaldi and the Thousand,— Since the failure of the revolution 
of 1848, Naples and Sicily had been ruled tyrannically by King 
Ferdinand II. England, Austria and France complained, but nothing 
was done. In 1860, aided by Garibaldi, the people of Sicily revolted. 
With a thousand recruits. Garibaldi sailed from Piedmont towards 
Sicily. They had not sufficient ammunition, food or coal, but they 
landed at Tuscany and obtained more. On 10th May, they landed at
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the port of Marsala without having" been stopped. They seized the 
telegraph office and set out to save Sicily against 2500 Neapolitan 
troops. Thousands of peasants joined them — they were brave but 
untrained. Onward they marched, defeating the enemy everywhere 
till they reached Palermo. Resistance was offered, but the Govern­
ment gave in and Garibaldi became Dictator.
Garibaldi proceeded to attack the kingdom of Naples, and an­
nounced that he meant to capture Rome, but he feared to quarrel 
with France.
Victor Emmanuel hastened South and was accented as King of 
Naples. In 1861, the first Parliament of United Italy  met at Turin. 
Cavour saw his dreams become a reality — a United Italy, Victor 
Emmanuel as King, and he himself first Prime Minister.
In the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, Italy helped Prussia, and 
received Venetia as reward, except the part known as “Italy Un­
redeemed.'* In 1870, Garibaldi invaded Rome, and Victor Emmanuel 
took possession of all the Pope's temporalities except the Vatican. 
A compromise was aimed at in the T,aw of Guarantees, but it failed 
to secure the liberty necessary for the Holy See. As a protest, the 
succeeding Popes remained voluntary prisoners in the Vatican.
Italy in the World War.—Italy's fear of French interference and 
her desire for German protection led to the Triple Alliance between 
Germany, Austria and Italy (1882)), but when the War broke out in 
1914, Italy, believing it to be an unjust war, soon declared War on 
Austria, and then on Germany. Her fortunes varied, being at first 
victorious, but suffering severe defeat in 1917 till saved by Britain 
and France. Again, she was victorious in 1918, and the Austrians 
asked for an armistice.
The Italians, flushed with victory, demanded all “Unredeemed 
Italy" and more. They would have excluded not only Austria but 
Yugo-Slavia also from the Adriatic Coast. Finally, Fiume was made 
an independent State under the control of the League of Nations and 
Jugo-Slavia acquired Dalmatia.
Since the War.— After the War was over, Italy was in a dis­
orderly state. Various parties arose, and the Government was too 
weak to control them. In particular, a Communist Party, taught by 
Russians, tried to force a revolution. Then came Benito Mussolini.
Mussolini was an editor, and had fought in the Great War. He 
gathered a band of men together into the Fascist Party, and they 
attacked the Communists. There v/as almost civil war. In 1922, at 
the head of the Fascist!. Mussolini marched on Rome, and was de­
clared Dictator by the King. Since then, though King and Parlia­
ment still exist, the Fascist! rule the country. They have worked to 
make Italy orderly and prosperous, and to put an end to all strife.
Vatican City.—The Roman question remained unsettled till 1929, 
when the Papal States were formally restored and the dignity of the 
Papacy recognized. Vatican City, the Papal territory, is an inde­
pendent State in the centre of Rome, and the Pope has all rights of 
sovereignty.
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RUSSIA
Russia, in the 19th century, was an enormous empire — a land 
of huge forests and grass-lanas, with few railways and few cities. 
The land was cultivated by millions of peasant serfs, who looked up 
to the Czar as their “little father/' The Czars wished to see Russia 
prosper, but they did not agree as to how much the Russians should 
be educated and trained to share in government. In 1861, Alexander 
II. set free all serfs — he built railways, improved the system of 
education, and Russia seemed to advance.
Then arose the Ni h i l i s t S t  who planned to destroy all the Govern­
ment and make a new one. They murdered Alexander II. The next 
rulers were loved by the peasants for their help and kindness, but it 
soon became clear that the ministers and officials were unlit for their 
work.
Russo-Japanese War,—In 1904, Russia, who was trying to in­
crease her territory, went to war with Japan. After the Boxer 
Rising she occupied Manchuria, and gradually claimed Korea. Japan 
determined to stop this, and declared war. After the battle of 
Mukden, Russia was forced to fall back. In 1905, a treaty was signed 
by which Russia withdrew from Port Arthur, the Liao-Tung Penin­
sula and Korea. Many educated Russians declared the war was lost 
because of incapable and dishonest officials.
Revolution of 1917.—When the World War broke out, Russia 
joined forces with France, but soon fared badly, and again it seemed 
officials were to blame. In Petrograd, thousands were listening to 
another voice— Lenin’s. In 1917, an armed rising broke out in Petro­
grad — the Czar was imprisoned, and civil war raged till 1920.
Lenin and Trotsky,— Lenin was a Russian, who had been im­
prisoned for preaching revolution. He escaped, and returned from 
Germany in 1917, urging the workers to overthrow the Government 
and take control of the industries. The profits were to be shared by 
the workers. He found thousands of unemployed factory workers 
and soldiers grouped into Soviets (Councils). These he used to bring 
about the Revolution.
Trotsky  was a great Communist soldier. The Czar, Czarina and 
all the middle and upper classes were put to death and a new Soviet 
Government formed.
U,S,S,R, Russia was divided into a number of provinces and 
republics, and was called the Union of Socialistic Soviet Republics. 
Each republic was subject to headquarters, at the Kremlin, Moscow. 
Lenin was chief till he died in 1924.
Indust'i'y,— The idea was that the workers formed one machine. 
Each would do his work and receive food, clothes and home (tickets). 
Surplus produce was given to the Government to make Russia 
wealthy. No honour was to be given to God, but rather to the 
machines.
Stalin.—In 1928, Stalin, Lenin’s successor, formed a ''Five Years 
P la n ” in which all Russia’s industries were to be increased so much 
that she would be self-supporting, but the plan has failed. Thousands 
in Russia are dying of starvation.
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JAPAN
Old Japan,— The history of Japan before 500 A.D. is legendary. 
Buddhism was introduced from Cho-sen, and also Chinese culture. 
For five centuries, the Japanese rapidly advanced in civilization. At 
the end of the 12th century, the military class seized the power and 
created as leader a general or Shogun, This Shogun had more 
authority than the Mikado, and he raised up a feudal baronage known 
as the Samurai (guard) with himself as commander.
Arrival of Europeans.—Portuguese sailors first touched the 
shores of Japan in 1542, and then followed trade with the British, 
Dutch, Spanish and Portuguese.
In 1549, St. Francis Xavier introduced Christianity, which spread 
fapidly. The religion of the bronzes or Buddhist priests and the 
destruction of the temples roused opposition, and after cruel persecu­
tion all Christian missionaries were expelled. Moreover, Japan re­
turned to isolation — no foreign ships or traders were allowed to 
enter and no Japanese were allowed to leave. For 200 years this 
policy was followed.
Commodore Perry,— In 1853, Commodore Perry entered the 
harbour off Tokio with U.S.A. war vessels and demanded the right of 
trading. Refusal was useless, so a treaty was agreed to by the 
Shogun. European nations followed this example, so Japan changed 
her policy, opening her country to foreign trade and residence. This 
sudden awakening led to a terrible civil war in 1868, from which 
emerged Modern Japan. The Shogun was forced to abdicate, and the 
Mikado became a real ruler. He announced the beginning of a new 
era, and for the first time for a thousand years foreign representa­
tives were admitted within the sacred precincts of the Imperial 
Palace.
Muko HitOf the Emperor, was only 17 years of age, but had a 
strong and independent character. At this time Japan had not a 
single railway, but the line from Tokio to Yokohama was begun in 
1870. Education was encouraged, the navy reorganized, and the 
army remodelled.
War with China,—In 1894, through trouble in Korea, Japan be­
came involved in war with China, and owing to the scientific training 
and fine equipment of the army, China was completely defeated. The 
European Powers —  Britain, France, Germany and Russia — inter­
fered in the Peace Treaty and took possession of different parts of 
China. This led to the Boxer Rising in 1900 to expel all foreigners 
from China. The Chinese were driven out of Pekin, but a peace was 
concluded in 1901. In 1902, Japan and Britain formed the Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance, Bad feeling existed between Russia and Japan, 
but the alliance assured Japan of Britain’s support in the event of 
war.
War with Russia.—Russia held Port Arthur, though she had 
forced Japan to give it up in 1895. At the time of the Boxer Rising, 
she occupied Manchuria, and refused to evacuate, so in 1904 war
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broke out. Russia was badly defeated at the battle of Mukden and 
forced to surrender the Liao-Tuner Peninsula and Port Arthur. 
Russia thus lost her prestige in the East, and after the Revolution of 
1917, Japan had nothing to fear.
Progress .—Japan has made wonderful progress within the last 
fifty years — weaving, embroidery, lacquer-work, paper industry, 
bamboo-work, saki-brewing have been added to by industries intro­
duced from America and Europe — spinning, glass work, shipbuild­
ing, match, paper and soap manufactures.
Her trade is extensive and is increasing. She exports mainly 
silk, rice and tea, and imports raw cotton, sugar, iron and steel.
Education is general and compulsory. There is a complete system  
of kindergarten, elementary and high schools, and four universities.
World W ar .—In 1914, Japan declared war against Germany be­
cause that country refused to surrender Kiao-Chau. Japan did not 
send an army to Europe, but served the Allies by transporting troops 
and by helping to clear the Pacific of submarines.
At the Peace Conference, Japan claimed certain Pacific Islands, 
and was given the mandate of all German islands north of the 
Equator. Japan was an important member of the League of Nations, 
but formally withdrew when the League decided that the war in 
Manchuria was unjust (1933).
U.S.A.
Expansion.—In 1783, after the War of Independence, Britain 
ceded to the colonists territory about seven times the size of the 
British Isles. To-day U.S.A. consists of 48 States, about 25 times 
as big as the British Isles, as well as a considerable colonial empire. 
Owing to its geographical situation, U.S.A. expanded quietly by pur­
chase and peaceful annexation. In 1803, Napoleon sold Louisiana; 
in 1819, Spain sold Florida. After the Civil War, Russia sold Alaska. 
In 1845, U.S.A. went to war with Mexico, and conquered much 
Western territory. In 1898, U.S.A. annexed Sandwich or Hawaiin 
Island, and divided the Samoan group with Germany. In the same 
year, it helped to drive Spain from Cuba.
Civil War  (1861).— The Southern States of the Union considered 
that the prosperity of their plantations depended on negro slavery, 
while the manufacturing States of the North, not needing slaves, 
determined to abolish slavery. Quarrels ensued between the North 
and the South, till the crisis came in 1860. Abraham Lincoln, head 
of the anti-slavery party, was elected President. The Southern States 
at once seceded, and war broke out in 1861. The result was the 
abolition of slavery, but Lincoln was assassinated.
u
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Lincoln was a notable man and a born leader. He was a man of 
the people, full of shrewd wisdom and very fond of reading. He was 
strongly opposed to slavery, and led the Northern Army in the Civil 
War. He was twice elected President, but was assassinated five days 
after the end of the war.
Monroe*s Doctrine.— President Monroe made it clear that America 
wished to keep free from European struggles, and would consider any 
attempt of European States to colonize in America as dangerous to 
peace.
U.S.A. and the World War.—When the Great War broke out, 
U.S.A. thought it was merely another quarrel among European 
States, and so remained neutral. Yet many of her people took part, 
by providing funds or even fighting. As time went on U.S.A. com­
plained that the Allies stopped their trading ships from going to 
Germany, and seized cargoes of copper. The Central Powers urged 
that she should not make ammunition; they blew up machinery in 
factories, bombed ships in American harbours, and torpedoed the 
Lusitania. Still U.S.A. remained ^neutral. When Germany an­
nounced her intention of sinking all ships trading with Britain, and 
it was discovered that Germany had secret negotiations with Mexico, 
President Wilson declared war.
Armies and ammunition were then sent to the assistance of the 
Allies, in spite of the submarine difficulty, and hastened the end of 
the war.
Roads in most States are very poor, and at times almost im­
passable, because of the development of railways. Since 1914, mil­
lions of dollars have been spent on improving them.
Cities.— The population in the cities has increased constantly and 
rapidly owing to the establishment of the factory system, to immigra­
tion, to easy means of transportation, and to a desire for better 
schools.
Transport .— The country is well supplied with water and rail 
transport, and air service is now developing. Water service was of 
the greatest importance, but it has been superseded by the railways. 
Canals connected with the St. Lawrence River are invaluable. Rail­
ways have increased rapidly, and stretch all over the country. It is 
crossed by six trans-continental lines and many towns are connected 
by electric railways.
Industries .—Fishing, fur-trading, agriculture, cotton, tobacco 
and fruit-growing, manufacturing, printing and publishing.
U.S.A. is the leading agricultural and manufacturing country in 
the world.
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AUSTRALIA’S NEIGHBOURS IN THE PACIFIC
FIJI
Fiji  Islands were probably discovered by Tasman in 1643, but it 
was not till the end of the 18th century that vessels from the East 
Indies began to visit them.
Traditional songs tell of the coming of the Fijians from a 
country in the far West under the leadership of ancestral gods, whose 
canoe, ‘‘The Kaunitoni,’’ was driven ashore on the West coast of 
Viti-levu. Gradually they settled in small villages, and later, as a 
result of wars, formed confederaciibs.
In 1808, an American brig was wrecked, and a Swede, Charles 
Savage, took up his abode among one of the tribes. He introduced 
the use of fire-arms, which aided greatly in the tribal wars, but he 
had a tragic death at the hands of these cannibals. These Bauans 
became powerful, but in 1855 came Maafu from Tonga, and he would 
have made himself king of Tonga and Fiji had it not been for the 
coming of the first British Consul.
Owing to financial troubles with U.S.A., Cakobau offered to cede 
the territory to Queen Victoria, but in spite of its promise of rich 
cotton production, the British refused to accept. However, in 1875 
it was finally annexed by the British, and Sir Arthur Gordon was 
appointed first governor.
At times the heathen tribes of the interior attacked the more 
peaceful and Christian natives of the coast. But to-day the Fijian  
is a law-abiding and peaceful citizen, who in numberless ways during 
the Great War gave practical evidence of his loyalty to his king.
They exercise a large measure of self-government, and many of 
their ships occupy positions of considerable responsibility in the 
Administration. Native doctors are in charge of hospitals, native 
magistrates administer the law, native clerks are in commercial 
positions.
The Fijians are a happy and courteous people, alert and eager 
for development and progress.
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AUSTRALIA
Natural Regions.
(1) Monsoon lands, maize, rice, sugar, cotton.
(2) Hot grass lands, maize, cotton, fruits.
(3) Cool grass lands and forest.
(4) Hot desert and arid grass lands.
(5) Mediterranean regions, fruit, wine, corn.
1. Dry warm winters and hot wet summers. Inflowing winds in 
summer from the oceans. Great variety of natural and cultivated 
products. e .g .: Maize, rice, sugar and cotton. Often teeming 
population.
2. Cattle-rearing regions — maize, cotton and tropical fruits 
also produced — savannahs. Summer rains, but not enough at all 
seasons to form forests, e.g.: Sudan.
3. Here man must put forth much effort to win reward from the 
soil. This possibly accounts for the finding of the most important 
and progressive nations in these regions, e.g.: West Australia, 
U.S.A., Eastern Australia.
4. Hot deserts occur only on the West of continents because 
Trade Winds bring moisture to the East, but blow West as thirsty 
dry winds. Settlers in oases or along the river. Arid grass lands 
are the interior plains and plateaux with cold winters and hot sum­
mers. Scanty summer rain, poor grass and scrub. Nomads with 
flocks and herds.
5. Generally in West of continents. Mild, wet winters — hot, 
dry summers. Products: Fruit, wine, corn. Pleasant to live in 
holiday resorts. Green grass in winter, brown and dry in summer.
The Aborigines are a dark-skinned people, living as wandering 
tribes (nomads) in Central and Northern Australia. They are tall 
and slim, with bushy, black hair, which they find useful for twisting  
into string. Before the white man came, they wore very little cloth­
ing, and even now they cut up their dresses and coats to make bags 
and nets for hunting. They are very poor home-builders, and it is 
only in the monsoonal regions that their mia mias are built to keep 
out rain. They seldom stay long in one place and live by hunting 
and fishing. They never learnt to till the soil or plant crops, but 
depend on the animals and fish they catch. They are skilful hunters 
and trackers. For weapons they use knives, spearheads and stone 
axes, womeras and boomerangs. They love to have tribal dances or 
corroborees, when they paint their bodies. At some, women and 
children are not allowed, for the men are supposed to be working, 
magic. They believe sickness and death are caused by the magic of 
some other person. They like the free life of the outback country, 
and pine away and are unhappy in the city. Their numbers have 
decreased from 200,000 to 60,000 since the advent of the whites.
Monsoon Regions include North and North-East Australia, and 
very few people live there. It is only in Queensland that there is any
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marked productivity — sugar, cotton, timber and tropical fruit being 
raised in large quantities. The rest is tropical forest, grass and 
scrub land. Similar regions, such as India, China, and West Indies, 
produce rice, maize, tobacco and support dense populations.
The North-West Monsoon is a continuation of the North-East 
Trade Wind, and brings heavy rain to North Australia in January. 
Floods occur, and the rivers become rushing torrents. At other times, 
the rivers are few and useless. The heavy summer rains combined 
with great heat produce luxurious tropical vegetation. Along the 
Eastern coast of Queensland are sugar plantations, but the hot moist 
climate is unsuited to Europeans. Nevertheless, our White Australia 
policy excludes the coloured races. Banana and pineapple planta­
tions abound. Pearl fishing is carried on around Broome and Thurs­
day Island. Darwin  is the most important town—it is a good port, 
and meat works have been established.
2. Hot Grass Lands (Savannahs) extend from far West to the 
North of N.S.W. They resemble Rhodesia and Sudan. Vast herds 
of cattle are pastured here, and cattle runs are enormous in size. 
These cattle are destined for fresh or tinned beef. Life on a cattle 
station is free, independent and adventurous — suitable for lovers of 
horse riding and open air. Drought and lack of water proved 
obstacles, but have been overcome greatly by the system of artesian 
wells. Coarse savannah grasses, brigalow and mulga scrub grow 
well because of the summer rains, but there is not sufficient rain all 
the year round to produce forests. The rivers are few, and for most 
of the year are only chains of waterholes. In wet seasons they rise 
in flood, and are useless for navigation. Sir Sydney Kidman — the 
cattle king — began as a cowboy in N.S.W. The lack of transport 
facilities and distance from the market is a great problem to the 
cattle industry, but the establishment of stock routes provided with 
artesian wells has overcome many difficulties, and greater develop­
ment will mark the future.
Artesian Water,—Water supply is an acute problem, as the rain­
fall in many parts is small and rivers scarce. There are, however, 
large areas of underground water which can be tapped and provide 
constant water. These grass lands are supplied by the great Aus­
tralian Basin. The water varies in quality — some is fresh and 
clear, suitable for domestic purposes; other is unfit for use, while 
other again is brackish and is useful only for watering stock. Many 
of the cattle stations would be unable to exist without it. Stock 
routes follow a line of artesian wells, as drovers are sure of water at 
definite intervals.
Air Service provides the main means of communication in these 
regions, and as neither desert nor water proves an obstacle to aero­
planes, many weeks of difficult travel will soon be unknown. (Regular 
service — Charlesville to Cloncurry.)
Forest Belt is pleasant country to live in. It occurs along the 
Eastern coast, and in the South-West corner. The heavy rainfall
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brought by the South-East Trade Winds provides plenty of grass 
land suitable for dairying, and great areas where the eucalypts and 
gum trees flourish. There are many varieties of these magnificent 
trees, which sometimes exceed 300 feet in height. In the South-West 
corner of W.A. grow the prized karri and jarrah, two very handsome 
and durable hardwoods. On the East side will be found redgum, 
ironbark, turpentine and blackwoods. The figured blackwood is the 
most valuable for construction work and furniture making. Australia 
has a wonderful asset in her hardwoods, but not many softwoods are 
native to the country. Queensland cedar is deep red in colour, easy 
to work, takes a beautiful polish, and makes excellent furniture. It 
is also used for aeroplane propellers and fittings. Rich deposits of 
coal are found in this coastal region, the chief mining centres being 
Newcastle, Maitland, Lithgow and Bulli. Important iron works have 
been erected because coal is cheap. Vast herds of cattle graze on 
the cleared land, and large towns have sprung up. The greater part 
of the population is centred along the East coast.
In South-West Australia, dense forests of karri and jarrah give 
importance to the timber industry, but further Westward, the 
scarcity of rainfall accounts for the disappearance of the forests.
Considering the size of Australia, the forest area is very small. 
Almost the whole of Australia is devoid of forests. In the early days, 
the settlers burnt off huge areas, but now each State has a Forest 
Commission to prevent the ruthless destruction of trees and to ar­
range for the planting of new ones.
Cool Grass Lands .— This region lies West of the forest belt, and 
is devoid of timbered areas, because the South-East Trade Winds 
drop their moisture on the Eastern Highlands and blow inland as dry 
winds. The long, dry summer and cold, wet winter give rise to 
luxuriant grass lands, suitable for dairying, grazing and wheat farms. 
Richest wheat growing areas are Riverina (N.S.W .) and the Mallee 
District, which have been greatly aided by irrigation. The wheat 
and wool are sent to Adelaide, Melbourne or Sydney for export, and 
gradually motor vehicles are replacing the old bullock teams. These 
grass lands are probably the richest part of Australia.
Desert and Semi-Desert Regions. — In the interior are large 
patches of desert as hot and dry as the Kalahari, but many parts 
once thought useless have been made fertile by irrigation, and in the 
future water may be brought to it. Similar desert regions exist on 
the West of most land masses near the Tropics — Sahara, Kalahari, 
and Gobi — because the Trade Winds drop their moisture on the 
East coast and blow towards the interior as dry winds. None of 
these deserts is one vast waste of sand. Grass lands make large 
regions available for stock-raising, and artesian water in Australia 
takes the place of oases in the Sahara. It is composed of sandy flats, 
salt-pans and stony country covered with porcupine grass and mulga 
scrub. The grass lands are hampered by distance from markets, but 
the extension of the transcontinental railways is lessening the evil. 
Camels are gradually being replaced by motor vehicles and aero­
planes, and an overland telegraph connects Adelaide and Darwin.
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The country near the McDonnell Range is one of the finest horse 
raising districts in Australia. Minerals exist, but as yet are not 
extensively worked. Copper, tin and gold are mined in the 
McDonnell Range.
Mediterranean Regions.— California, Andalusia, Cape of Good 
Hope.
The Southern belt from Perth to Sydney borders on a warm blue 
sea, has mild, wet winters and hot, dry summers. Where the land is 
fertile, wheat, fruit and grapes grow to perfection. Oranges, lemons, 
apricots, mulberries, figs, grapes and peaches grow very plentifully  
in the better parts of the strip. In the Murray River basin, sunlight 
and irrigation combine to produce ideal conditions for fruit growing, 
with the result that several very prosperous fruit towns have sprung 
up. e.g.: Mildura, Renmark. Much fruit is sold within Australia, 
and much is also exported to overseas markets through Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Perth.
ISEW ZEALAND
New Zealand consists of North Island, South Island, and Stewart 
Island, and several outlying islands.
It is called the Britain of the South because, like Britain, it con­
sists of a group of large islands and many small ones. But it is 
brighter, sunnier, has a more equable climate, and is free from slums 
in the cities.
Regions.— All the large islands are mountainous. The Southern 
Alps  form the backbone of the South Island, and have sixteen snow 
peaks over-topping 10,000 feet, with magnificent glaciers coming 
down. Mt. Cook, which the Maoris call “Aorangi’' (Cloud Piercer), 
is the highest peak. In the South are many lovely lakes and rivers.
• To the East of the Alps lie the Canterbury and Southland Plains, 
most suitable for sheep pastures.
In the North Island, the mountains lie nearer the East and rise 
only to a height of 6,000 feet. In the centre of the Island is one of 
the most wonderful Volcanic regions in the world — hot lakes, boil­
ing springs, spouting geysers and mud volcanoes. To the West lies 
the great volcano, Mt. Egmont.
Rotorua is the centre of this region — government bathhouse.
Further East are drier plains and slopes, ideal grass lands for  
sheep. Cattle rearing is carried on to a large extent in the moister 
plains, and pigs flourish on the skimmed milk.
Fine forests  exist — kauri pine almost gone. Wheat, oats and 
fodder are grown, fruits (apples and plums) around Nelson and 
Hastings; grapes and oranges in the Auckland Peninsula. Gold is 
found near Hauraki Gulf, Bay of Plenty, and in Otago; Coal is mined 
near Westport and Greymouth. Woollen factories, tanneries and 
leather works, saw-mills and breweries are opening up. Water power 
(electricity) is quickly replacing steam power.
On the South-West coast of South Island the land has sunk and 
let the sea into its deep, glaciated valleys, thus forming fiords.”
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THE ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC
Main Groups.
New Guinea (British Papua and Dutch).
Bismarck Archipelago (Australian control).
Norfolk Island (Australian control).
Auckland Island, Chatham Island (New Zealand controls).
Cook Island, Some Samoan Islands, F iji Island, Solomon 
Island, Friendly Island — Tonga (B ritish).
Gilbert Island, Nauru, Fanning Island.
New Caledonia (French).
Coral Atoll is a ring-shaped island, built up by coral insects. 
These living organisms — coral polyps — live and work in very warm  
shallow water. They build a reef around the margins of a peak 
which lifts its head above sea-level. The peak slowly sinks below 
sea-level, the coral polyps meanwhile building to maintain the reef at 
sea-level. With wave action, sand is heaped up, drifting vegetation  
and seeds rest there, and an island is formed.
TASMANIA
Tasmania, the smallest of the Australian States, is an island 
lying South of Victoria, surrounded by vast oceans on all sides, except 
the North. With the exception of its gum-trees, its scenes are typical 
of Southern England. The mild climate of Tasmania makes it a 
popular holiday resort. The scenery, especially that of the interior, 
is very beautiful, and such places as Port Arthur,  in Tasman Penin­
sula, with its relics of the early days, are very interesting. The West 
coast is wet and rugged, the only settlements of any importance in 
that region being connected with mining.
In the rich valley of the Derwent River  are to be found valuable 
apple orchards. So numerous are these and so delicious is the fruit 
that the large mail steamers leaving Sydney in the autumn call at 
Hobart and take away thousands of cases to England.
Hobart, the capital, is very attractively situated on the Derwent 
Estuary. Behind it towers Mt. Wellington, snowclad for many 
months of the year. The river widens into a harbour that rivals that 
of Sydney for beauty, depth, and size.
Unlike the other States, the West coast has the heaviest rainfall 
owing to the prevailing Westerlies. The Western districts register 
50 inches annually, while some places on the tableland register 100 
inches.
Some of the most valuable hardwoods (ironbark) and softwoods 
(Huon pine) are found in the Tasmanian forests. The North-W est 
mountains are rich in minerals — silver and lead at Zeehan, tin at 
Mt. Bischoff, copper at Mt. Lyell.
The Hydro-Electric Scheme.— Tasmania is a mountainous island 
with many lakes and rivers, and these waters have been turned to 
commercial use. In the centre, 3000 feet above sea-level, is the Great
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Lake, which discharges into the Shannon River, and here an immense 
concrete dam was built. The water from the Shannon flows through 
great pipes down a steep hill to the power station at Waddamana,  
which is the ^^nerve-centre^  ^ of Tasmania’s electrical system. Thus 
cheap electrical power is served for industries, tram and train ser­
vices and household wants.
COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPO RT
Aviation,— An important means of transport, developed in recent 
years, is aviation. W eather conditions are suitable, and neither 
desert nor scarcity of water proves an obstacle. New services are 
established each year, and now regular routes connect Perth and 
Adelaide, Brisbane and Daly W aters, and Melbourne and Sydney. 
The development of aerial transport will solve many of A ustralia’s 
problems, especially the isolation of the interior.
Coastal Steamers.— Australia is well provided with comfortably 
equipped coastal steamers, up to 10,000 tons in size, which maintain  
regular service between North Queensland and Perth. The Federal 
Government has granted them the monopoly of Interstate passenger 
and cargo trade.
Railways.— Having no large rivers, Australia has been forced to 
develop her railways. Nearly all are controlled by the State Govern­
ments, while the Commonwealth controls the transcontinentals. The 
greatest defect is the "break of gauge,” and with the development of 
motor and aerial services, the railways have been seriously affected. 
An excellent electric service connects Melbourne and suburbs.
Motor Transport .— The motor car has become the explorer of the 
interior, and by overcoming distance has become a most potential 
factor in the development of the country. Cars now pass overland 
from Adelaide to Darwin almost every week.
Roads.— As motor traffic extends, roads must be improved. 
Rough metalled roads were sufficient for bullock teams, but for 
motors, highways of concrete and bitumen have been constructed 
Country Roads Boards plan and maintain many of the roads.
Transport on the Murray.— Being the only navigable river, the 
Murray is the only one on which vessels sail. Flat-bottomed steamers 
draw barges laden with wool along the Murray to South Australia, 
but the sand-bar at the mouth prevents connection with ocean vessels.
Transport in Desert Reaions.— Owing to lack of roads and water, 
transport here is often difficult, so that camel trains with Afghan  
drivers are frequently seen.  ^ Motor transport and aerial services are, 
however, gradually overcoming all obstacles.
Radio Service .— Cable communication and wireless have an­
nihilated space. In one-tenth of a second a m essage may pass from  
Melbourne to London.
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ASIA
Asia is the home of nearly two-thirds of the world's people, and 
most of these people dwell in Southern Asia — India, China, Japan 
and Java. Hi&h mountainous resrions, the cold Arctic regions, and 
the central desert regions support very few people.
Central Asia  is filled with high plateaux, higher mountains, and 
deserts. A wide desert belt stretches from the Red Sea, across 
Arabia, Persia, Turkestan and North-West China. Only nomads 
dwell here, wandering with their docks and herds from one place to 
another, or dwellers in oasis towns or cities with irrigated fields.
North of this lie the plains of Siberia, crossed by the Obi, Yenesi, 
Lena Rivers, but Northern Siberia lies within the Arctic Circle; only 
wandering hunters, trappers, and fishermen live there.
This country is the Tundras, with long, severe winters and very 
short summers.
South of this is the Coniferous (Pine) Forest Belt, where millions 
of fur-bearing animals live, while South of the forest we find the 
Steppes — Temperate grass lands.
The South-Eastern part of Asia (the most populous) is the 
Monsoon Region.
REGIONS OF ASIA
1. The cold ”tundra” of the North, the home of hunters and 
fishermen, whose lives are marked by privation and often hunger.
2. The Coniferous Forests in Siberia, the home of trappers and 
lumbermen, where human life is hard and is only maintained with 
difficulty.
3. The Steppes.— (a) The rich Steppes of Western Siberia, where 
dairy farmers and grain-growers live, (b) The poor Steppes and 
semi-desert of Russian Central Asia (Tukestan), where wandering 
herdsmen and oasis dwellers (nomads) live.
4. Deserts.— (a) Hot deserts of Arabia and Thar (India), similar 
to the Sahara. Oases here have date palms, (b) High deserts of 
Iran and Mongolia. The oases have melons, peaches, and apricots. 
The people are either nomad herdsmen, camel men or dwellers in 
oasis towns.
5. The Mediterranean Lands of winter rain and summer drought 
in the South-West. Products—Wheat, barley, olives, grapes, oranges, 
and mulberries.
Iraq has hotter summers and is drier than the Mediterranean 
lands bordering Asia Minor. Maize, millet, cotton and rice are 
grown here, while the world's largest date groves are found near the 
port of Basra.
6. Monsoon Lands contain half the world's people, and where 
farmers grow heavy crops of rice, tea, wheat, sugar, cotton and jute. 
India, Indo-China, and South China are tropical monsoon lands;
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North China and Japan are temperate monsoon lands. Life would 
be easy if these productive areas were not overcrowded. Climate 
helps man to grow crops easily, and not with the toil of the dweller 
in the Tundra or cold forests.
7. Equatorial Lands.— Malaya and the East Indies. In these 
forested equatorial regions are some of the most backward people of 
the continent, for nature provides man with all he needs, without 
effort on his part. Here we find the world’s finest rubber, coconut, 
sugar, spice and tobacco plantations. Malaya  is the world’s greatest 
tin producer.
The Ganges rises in an ice cave in the Himalayas, and flows 
across the Indo-Gangetic Plain, carrying and depositing rich and 
fertile soil. At its mouth, it divides into numerous branches forming 
a delta known as the Sunderbands. Lowest branch is the Hooghlcy 
—very sacred.
Rich soily gives rise to abundant vegetation — rice, millet, opium, 
indigo, jute.
The Ganges acts as a fertilizer  to the plains, and also is a great 
water highivay. The Hindoos regard it as a sacred river, and hence 
all the large towns are found along its banks.
Allahabad— Place of Pilgrimage.
Benares— Holy City of the Hindoos.
Patna— Holy City of the Buddhists.
Calcutta— Great Port; City of Palaces.
Delhi— Capital; Mosque.
Agra— Taj Mahal.
Lucknow— Mutiny.
Tributaries—Jumna.
CEYLON
CeyloUy a British Crown Colony, South-East of India, is an im­
portant outpost of the Empire. In natural scenery, Ceylon can vie 
with any part of the world. In the union of rich foliage, deep colour 
and grand forms, no country except New Zealand can bear compari­
son with the hills of Ceylon.
The climate is tropical, but the heat is tempered by sea breezes, 
thus making it a popular holiday resort. Among the mountains in 
the interior, the climate is almost European.
The natives are not all of the same race, but the most important 
is the Cingalese. They are worshippers of Buddha and possess the 
most sacred relic of this religion—the so-called Tooth of Buddha, 
which is kept at Kandy.
Colombo, the principal city, is a favourite port of call on the 
great ocean routes of travel. It is ideally situated for those who 
wish to visit the island.
21
SOCIAL STUDIES— GEOGRAPHY
Kandy,  the former capital, is built in an elevated basin sur­
rounded by majestic hills. It is a place of rare charm. Some of the 
interests in the environs of Kandy are The Temple of the Tooth, The 
Kandy Museum, The Sacred Elephants, and The Gardens.
Tea is the principal product since the destruction of the coffee 
trees. The tea shrub, if not pruned, attains a height of 20 feet, but 
for commercial purposes is not allowed to exceed 3 feet.
Along the winding roads may be seen the picturesque bungalows 
and factories of the pluckers, as the most extensive plantations are 
in the hill country.
Rubber is second in importance to tea. Plantations are opened 
by first clearing the jungle land, constructing roads, drains, and 
terraces and planting either seeds or stumps. About the sixth year 
the latex flows down to a shell attached to the tree.
The latex or rubber milk is collected and transported to the 
factory, co-agulated, and manufactured into rubber for export.
CHINA
China is the largest and oldest country in Asia, yet she made no 
progress in civilization — a land of mystery. It is divided into China 
Proper and the outlying territories of Tibet, Mongolia, Manchuria, 
Turkestan. Most of China^s millions live in the fertile plains and 
river valleys of the Eastern part of the republic.
China Proper, the land of culture and courtesy, is the most 
densely peopled country. The Chinese belong to the Mongolian race 
— low in stature, small hands and feet, dark complexion, straight 
black hair. They are usually industrious and very courteous, but are 
often treacherous and untruthful when dealing with strangers. They 
are either Buddhists or the followers of Confucius. Their food con­
sists of rice, pork, fish, fowls, and vegetables. Tea is drunk in large 
quantities. Marriage is universal and is accompanied with great 
festivity. Baby girls are often killed. The houses are usually of one 
storey and built of bricks, earth or thatch.
Capital—Nanking. Former Capital— Peking.
Port— Tienstin.
The Great Wall separates China from Mongolia. It is 2000 
miles long, twenty to thirty feet high, and 25 feet wide. It has 
turrets and strong forts, and, ‘‘like a huge snake turned to stone,” 
it winds away over the crests of craggy heights, down deep gorges, 
over lofty plateaux.
Nanking is an ancient city with beautiful old temples and 
palaces, wonderful old bridges and pagodas, lovely gardens, marvel­
lous pottery, carvings of china.
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Peking is situated on the Peiho River. Within its walls are really 
two cities — a Tartar or Manchu quarter, and a Chinese settlement. 
All the main streets are wide, but along each side of the central high­
way, stalls have been erected where can be bought anything under 
the Chinese sun. Outside these are the footpaths, and beyond these 
shops —  most attractive. The stallholders are neither slow nor 
silent. Another feature is the sacredness of number three.
Canton is an attractive city situated to the North of the Pearl 
River. It appears to be densely peopled, but network of creeks and 
canals isthe most populous part. The houses are of a uniform low 
level, the monotony being sometimes broken by the tall gilded roofs 
of temples. In the streets, one is bewildered by the diversity of shops 
and beautiful wares displayed. Outside the city are large spaces —  
parks, orchards, gardens, rice fields, parade grounds, and fish ponds.
The Yangtse Kiang  is the great river of Central China. It flows 
through a large and fertile plain, where rice, tea, silk and cotton are 
produced. Shanghai, at its mouth — a great seaport. Hankow, 600 
miles inland, has iron and steel works.
Hoang~ho, river of Northern China, is called ‘‘China’s Sorrow.” 
Wheat, beans, peas and millet grow on its plains...
Hong-Kong, a British Island at the mouth of the Si-Kiang, with 
its capital Victoria. It is a great collecting centre for Chinese goods, 
which are sent to Europe by fast ships; and it is a distributing 
centre for British and European goods. It is a coaling station and 
a naval dock yard.
JAPAN
Progress,—Japan, like China, held aloof from the outside world, 
and even forbade entrance to foreigners for 200 years; but in the 
middle of the 19th century, Japan began to learn from the Western 
nations, especially Britain and U.S.A., and now has a place among 
the great Powers of the world. To-day, Japanese steamers sail the 
seven seas, her goods are found all over the world, and her sea-power 
is important in the Pacific.
The Japanese Empire  extends from the Kurile Island of the 
North to Formosa in the South, and includes the islands of Yezo, 
Honshiu, Shikoku a "id Kiu-shiu, and the Lu-chu Island. Japan also 
governs Korea (Chosen) and Kwang Tung.
Origin ,— The Japanese Islands are really the crests of submerged 
mountains, mainly volcanic. The earth’s crust is constantly changing, 
so volcanoes and earthquakes occur frequently. In 1923, Tokio and 
Yokohama were thus almost totally destroyed.
P hysica l ,— Japan is one of the Temperate Monsoon Lands. Rain 
falls in the summer, the moisture being brought from the Pacific 
Ocean by the monsoons, but the heat and moisture cause rapid growth
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of crops and vegetation. Western Japan gets most of its rain or 
snow irom the bitter North-West winds for the winter months, which 
are very cold and bring heavy falls of snow. South-East Japan is 
much warmer because it is further South and is iniluenced by ocean 
currents.
Currents,— (a) The cold Kamschatchka Current from the Arctic 
brings rain and snow to the cold Northern islands, (b) The warm 
Kuro Siwo from the equatorial regions brings heat and moisture to 
the Southern islands.
Fuji-Yamat  the most beautiful and most sacred mount in Japan, 
is an extinct volcano.
Korea (Chosen) is very important to Japan, because through it 
comes the great railway from the Trans-Siberian railway to Pusan. 
The capital is Seoul (A ei;o), and large numbers of Japanese have 
come to live in Chosen because there is more room for farming.
Occupation,—The Japanese are mainly fishermen and farmers, 
rice being the most important crop. If a man has a bit of hillside, 
he grows rice, beans and fruit on the lowland, and tea, fruit and 
white mulberry (silkworms) on the hill slopes. In Kiu-shiu (South 
Japan) two rice harvests are reaped every year, and gardeners grow 
three crops of vegetables, fruit and grain. Millet and maize are also 
grown in the South, but wheat, barley and rye are grown in the 
North. The soya-bean is important. It feeds man and beast and 
yields oil for cooking, making soap and candles.
Towns,—Tokio, Yokohama, Osaka (cotton), Kobe (port), 
Nagasaki (shipbuilding), Wakamutsu and Yawata (iron and steel).
Cherry Blossom Time is in spring, when the plum and cherry 
blossom cover the country. The Japanese go out to see the beauty 
of the blossoms and hold high holidays. More sake (rice wine) is 
drunk then and more poetry written than at any other time of the 
year. Parties of men, women and children spend all day eating under 
the blossom. In autumn they go out and see the chrysanthemum 
blooms.
Products— Copper, gold, silver, lead, zinc, antimony, cotton, iron 
and steel, silk, fish, rice, matches, lacquer-ware, pottery, glass, rubber, 
soap and toys.
HEART OF ASIA
The '‘Heart of Asia” consists of high, dry plateaux, with steep 
edges and wide stretches of desert — Gobi and Takla, Makan.
The Plateau of Tibet — “The Forbidden Land*' — is the highest 
part, and holds Mt. Everest. Capital—LhasUy  connected by telegraph 
and telephone with Calcutta. The easiest way up to the plateau from 
China is by the river valleys. Very high passes lead over the Hima­
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layas to India, and caravans of yaks and sheep use them. In parts, 
life is hard and impossible, but in other parts even Europeans find 
it not unpleasant.
The great mountain ranges meet in the Pawirs  — Tien Shan, 
Kuen Luen, Karakorum, Himalayas and Hindu Kush. In these high 
mountain valleys live the Kirgiz in their ‘‘yurts.*’ Most of them are 
herdsmen, who wander from place to place in search of pasture. In 
summer, they move up to the green mountain pastures; in winter 
they seek the sheltered valleys. They live mostly on what they get 
from the animals.
Towns.— Tashkent, Samarkand, Bokhara, Kashgar, Yarkand.
The only way to cross the deserts and plateaux of Central Asia 
is by caravan, except w-here powerful motor cars or aeroplanes are 
used. The old caravan routes are still followed by camel, yak, horse 
or ass.
In the Gobi, water is scarce, and generally bitter—always boiled 
before drinking.
Mt. Everest  is the highest mountain, and many men have 
sacrificed their lives in attempts to scale it. Recently (1933) aero­
planes have tried to fly above it, and now it is reported that a higher 
peak has been discovered in Tibet.
THE LAND OF THE FIVE SEAS
South-West Asia is known as the “La?id of the Five Seasf* and 
includes Turkey, Palestine, Iraq, Arabia and Persia. It was in these 
lands that Mohammed held sway in the seventh century (622). He 
was born at Mecca, and devised a new religion, teaching that there 
is one God with Mohammed as His prophet. He fled from Mecca 
(H egira), and was received in Medina. Before 632, he had conquered 
Syria, Palestine and Egypt. Later, all North Africa and even Spain 
fell into his hands.
Mountains.— Asia Minor and Iran consist of high, bleak plateaux 
with light rainfall and scanty vegetation. Taurus Mountains, in 
Asia Minor, and Elburz, in Persia, are the highest. Afghanistan is 
also highland.
Arid Areas.— There is much dry land —  Arabian Desert, Syrian 
Desert, and Persian Desert. Large areas are uninhabited, while 
other parts are occupied chiefly by wandering herdsmen and shep­
herds, who live in tents and depend on camels, sheep and horses for 
all they need.
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Persia occupies most of the plateau of Iran. Its towns and 
cities are always in spots where supplies of water can be had either 
from streams or from springs and w^ells. Lovely gardens and fruitful 
orchards are found here, but the greater part is dry pasture land 
(nomads’). Teheran—capital.
Rich oil wells are in South Persia, and pipe lines convey the oil 
to the port, Mohammerah, on the Shat-el-Arab. Famous rugs and 
carpets are made from wool of the sheep and camel hair. In ancient 
times the great empires of Babylonia and Assyria rose in the valley 
of the Tigris and Euphrates — now Mesopotamia.
Baghdad, still a great city and caravan centre, was the capital 
of Caliph Haroun-al-Raschid (Arabian N ights). Palestine and Syria 
are Bible lands.
Ports.— Scutari, Smyrna, Aden, Mohammerah.
Arabia.—Capital— Mecca; British Port— Aden.
Arabs  are a dark-skinned race. Some live in cities or v illa g e  
built of dried mud, but the Bedouins (roving Arabs) live in goat skin 
tents, which are easily moved. Each tribe has its sheikh, who is 
always ready to plunder passing caravans. The Arab women are as 
brave as the men, and when two clans went to war not long ago, each 
was led by an Arab girl.
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W HITE AUSTRALIA
Pro.
1. Australia is one of the few
new countries without a 
“colour problem.^^
2. A white continent is an ideal
worth striving for.
3. Let us develop the North with
white labour.
4 A white population means high 
wages and high standard of 
living.
5. Australians belief is that her 
destiny is a continent peo­
pled by white people only.
Con.
Australia has so few white people 
that a “colour problemn' might 
arrive suddenly by invasion.
Exclusion of many of our friends 
and allies is contrary to the 
spirit of the League of Nations.
We have failed in this so far.
Our wages and standard of living 
are so high that we find it diffi­
cult to compete in overseas 
ma rkets.
She is doing practical^" nothing 
to develop her northern tropical 
areas, which should carry dense 
population and be rich in pro­
ducts.
DEVELOPM ENT OF NORTHERN AUSTRALIA
Pro.
1. Tropical areas of Australia are
the monsoon lands — huge 
tracts capable of producing 
great wealth, vegetable and 
mineral.
2. If they are not developed by
us, they simply afford a 
temptation to less favoured 
nations.
3. There is not the least doubt
that white races can live, 
work, thrive and multiply in 
Tropical Australia.
4. In addition to natural wealth 
in minerals and timber, the 
North is specially suitable 
for growth of—suear, cotton, 
tobacco, rice.
Con.
If we cannot develop the North 
ourselves, are we justified in 
excluding other nations who 
have insufficient food and land 
to support their own popula­
tions?
The ceding of portion of the 
North to another nation would, 
however, create a land frontier 
with all its attendant difficulties.
White people demand high wages 
to work in the North, and so 
need not work continuously. 
This tends to laziness, and 
combined with climatic condi­
tions results in conditions simi­
lar to those of the natives.
High wages hinder competition 
of these products with those of 
other countries. Long distances 
increase cost of transport.
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0 \T R -C R 0 W D E D  CITIES
In Australia six cities have absorbed nearly half the population 
of the continent — Why?
1. Many believe that the secondary industries produce the wealth, 
whereas all true wealth comes from the land.
2. The hardship of country life and the difficulty of '^getting 
rich quickly” from the land. The present generation live to have 
a good time and acquire riches, and naturally go where they can best 
achieve these ideals.
3. Most of the land which is accessible and fertile has been 
cultivated — the remaining areas must be developed more slowly as 
transport and water become available.
4. Large masses of people are easily organized for political 
purposes.
5. Railway systems tend to and favour centralization.
6. A pastoral and agricultural country needs big centres for its 
ports and depots, but these cities have far outgrown themselves.
7. Less men are needed on the land with the improvements in 
agricultural machinery and means of transport.
8. The attractions of city life — and comfort.
Pro.
1. City life much easier, more
attractive, provides m o r e  
comfort and social inter­
course.
2. Greater facilities for educa­
tion.
3. Greater facilities for enter­
tainment.
4. City life tends to broaden the 
mind and give a wider out­
look.
Con.
Country life much more healthy; 
what social intercourse there is 
is much more sincere.
Rural high schools have been 
established, wireless and tele­
phone bring news and know­
ledge.
Again — wireless brings this to 
the farmer^s home; but with 
proper family life and close 
contact with nature, outside 
entertainment is of little im­
portance.
Crowded slums form breeding 
grounds for crime, discontent 
and all kinds of vice.
The freedom and open air en­
vironment of country life has 
an irresistible appeal for the 
adventurous youth.
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DEFENCE
The maintenance of a defence force (army, navy and air force) 
is primarily a national insurance against invasion, but owing to her 
isolation, Australia depends for her security almost entirely on 
Britain’s navy and prestige. Australia would be a tempting prey to 
a strong hostile nation — a long coastline almost impossible to 
guard; great cities on the coast, small population, and little am­
munition.
To meet such difficulties, the Commonwealth establishes Citizen 
Forces, which undergo voluntary military training. After the 
y^^ashington Disarmament Conference ( ’21), reductions were made 
in the army and navy, but Australia still spends much on defence. 
Much attention is now given to aerial means of defence.
The question arises whether this training should be voluntary 
or compulsory.
Compulsory Training is expensive, but provides the numbers.
Voluntary Training is less expensive, because the numbers are 
so reduced, but the men are keen, intelligent and easily handled.
BREAK OF GAUGE
A great disadvantage on Australian Railways is the break of 
gauge, for almost at every border the traveller is obliged to collect 
his luggage and change trains.
There are three main gauges in use:—
5ft. Sins.— Victoria and South Australia.
4ft. 8Mns.— N.S.W. and Transcontinental.
3ft. Gins.— Queensland (but a 4ft. 8&ins. line now connects 
Brisbane with Kyogle in N.S.W. and thence Sydney).
In the early days of construction, the States could not agree as 
to the most suitable gauge, and the folly of this want of co-operation 
has resulted in great loss of time and heavy expense.
Disadvantages:— (1) Delay in traffic, especially goods, owing to 
unloading and reloading at break points. (2) Extra cost owing to 
additional handling of goods. (3) Uselessness for military purposes.
PRESERVATION OF FORESTS
Australia possesses many indigenous timbers of all classes — 
hardwoods as the redgum and jarrah, and woods suitable for furni­
ture and fine work. In the past there has been widespread, indis­
criminate clearing, but now each State has a Forest Commission, 
which specifies which trees may be cut and which ones must be left; 
it appoints patrols and rangers to protect forest areas from fire, 
and arranges for the constant planting of young trees. The Com­
monwealth Government also has a Forestry Department, which con­
ducts research and trains foresters.
An interesting device has been adopted by many rural schools. 
A small school will secure 50 acres of waste land, fence it off, and 
plant each year two acres of the quick-growing Pinus Insignis. In
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25 years the first trees will be ready for milling, and the school will 
thenceforward have a yearly income.
Afforestation, or the scientific planting of fresh trees, is going 
on steadily, and Australia should be assured of an invaluable asset 
in the variety and good quality of her timbers.
CANBERRA
Pro.
1. It is necessary to have a
Federal Capital; Washington 
is a success, why not Can­
berra?
2. It will be a monument to Aus­
tralians greatness and nation­
hood in the years to come.
3. Australia is a young country
and the population will in­
crease. Large cities in the 
interior will entice the popu­
lation from the coast.
4. Canberra promises to become
one of the garden cities of 
the world.
5. Seat of Commonwealth Go­
vernment should be as far 
as possible removed from 
any State influence.
Con.
It is too expensive. The present 
Parliament House is a most 
elaborate building, but is only 
temporary.
The population of Australia does 
not justify it.
It is not a port and therefore will 
not be able to compete in the 
march of progress with the 
State capitals.
Waste of millions of pounds to 
attempt to build an artificial 
city in a hopeless geographical 
position.
Class distinction has been intro­
duced, which is unworthy of a
democratic country.
For the first 25 years of its existence, the Federal Parliament 
borrowed the Victorian State Parliament House in Melbourne and 
met there. However, since Federation it has been understood that a 
Federal Capital was essential. It must be centrally situated yet 
separated from the State capitals, but where? Finally Canberra,
204 miles from Sydney, was chosen, and here Australia has set to
work to create what she hopes will be one of the most beautiful 
cities in the world. It is neither a port nor a commercial city, but 
its main purpose is being the seat of the government. The project 
was the cause of much difference of opinion between the people of 
Australia. Some held the attempt was an absolute failure, while 
others were able to visualize the gradual rising of a beautiful, 
dignified, Australian capital. Already parks have been made, roads 
built and trees planted. It has a population of 10,000. Summers
are warm and winters clear and frosty.
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DIFFICULTIES FACED BY PRIMARY PRODUCERS
The low price prevailing: for primary produce is the fundamental 
cause of these difficulties. This has gradually been brought about by 
the decreased purchasing power of the people, with the result that 
an over-production is now an important factor to be reckoned with.
In some districts in the north, years of drought greatly reduced 
the farmers' incomes, and when this was immediately followed by 
the depression, they were financially weakened and unable to with­
stand the severe strain imposed on them.
The principal primary products — wool, wheat and butter — 
are being sold at a price that leaves no profit to the producer.
Many land-men bought expensive farming plants such as 
tractors, headers, etc., on the time-payment system, and also were 
involved financially with the banks and money-lenders, and are now 
unable to meet their responsibilities.
However, the mortgagee cannot realize on the security held, and 
the farmer is left to his battle.
WATER CONSERVATION
One of the most difficult problems to be faced by Australia is 
scarcity of water. More than half the area receives less than 15 
inches of rainfall in a year, and thus is arid or semi-arid country. 
Nature has, however, provided extensive supplies of water under­
ground, which, by sinking bores, can be tapped and gushes forth in 
a continuous stream. Many of the cattle stations in the interior 
depend upon artesian water for their supplies, and would be unable 
to exist without it.
A far more valuable and reliable method of water conservation 
is Irrigation, which enables large estates to be divided into smaller 
blocks, well watered and suitable for intensive cultivation. This 
Closer Settlement movement is dependent on irrigation for its growth, 
and has already changed sparsely peopled areas into densely popu­
lated districts. A well supplied river is chosen, and across this is 
built a dam, till the water forms behind a great lake or reservoir, 
from which the water is distributed to the settler's blocks by means 
of special channels. Some Victorian Basins — Warranga Basin, 
Goulburn Weir, Sugar-loaf Reservoir, The Hume Dam, when com­
plete, will be the largest irrigation dam in the world.
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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
On the 28th June, 1919, was set up The League of Nations, to 
help the nations to work together for all sorts of objects, and to try 
to prevent war in future.
It consists of two bodies — the Assembly and the Council.
The Council, which is the smaller body, meets several times a 
year, at various places. Its first task is to prevent war; then it must 
protect those places and people entrusted to it by the Peace Treaty.
The Assembly meets on the first Monday in September each year 
at Geneva, for a month. Each of the 56 nations send three delegates, 
who discuss and suggest plans for the extension of the work of the 
League.
The Secretariat consists of those men and women who do all the 
office work connected with these meetings.
How does the League stop War? The countries that have joined 
the League solemnly promised to accept all obligations not to resort 
to war, (and) to submit all disputes to the League and in no case to 
go to war till three months after the Leaguers decision.
What was the Locarno Pact? It was a treaty signed at Locarno 
(Switzerland) in 1925, by which France and Great Britain accepted 
as fixed for ever the western boundary of Germany. It also settled 
that all quarrels between France and Germany should be peacefully 
settled and that Germany should join the League.
How does the League fight disease? It set up a health com­
mittee on which well-known doctors from 19 nations serve. It suc­
cessfully kept in check the fever epidemics that broke out in Eastern 
Europe after the War. It gathers information about disease, advises 
all countries of outbreaks, and establishes Commissions of Inquiry to 
discover causes and best means of prevention.
How does the League hel'  ^ people in distress? It tries to bring 
back to the people the happiness war drives out. e.g.: It helped the 
starving prisoners from Russia to return to their homes after the 
War, and it found employment for refugees.
How does the League help native races? By its system of man­
dates; that is, that those islands and that territory conquered during 
the War are entrusted by the League to various countries, till they 
are able to stand alone.
How does the League help children? The League helps children 
by providing for those suffering from the War; by assisting in pro­
viding education, and by improving their conditions at work.
Hoiv does the League help the worker? By setting up the Inter­
national Labour Organization, which secures fair and humane condi­
tions for labourers.
What does it  all cost? About £1,000,000.
The League hopes to pave the way for the future peaceful 
development of the world.
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